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Minority Legal Educational Resources, Inc. (“MLER”) is a not-for-profit 
Illinois corporation dedicated to increasing diversity in the legal community.  
MLER’s primary activity is the administration of its bar preparation program.  
The program is designed to support minority law school graduates preparing 
for the Illinois Bar Exam, however, all are welcome.  This program does not 
compete with commercial bar review courses and does not review substantive 
law.  The program is designed to provide structured study time with an 
emphasis on test-taking techniques and essay-writing skills. 

The program consists of small group sessions, lectures, and mock 
exams.  MLER trains and certifies instructors to lead the small group 
sessions.  The weekly practice exams are graded by an instructor.  All 
instructors are attorneys in good standing, licensed to practice in the State 
of Illinois, who volunteer their time to the program. 

 Classes commence on Thursday, January 7, 2010, and will be held 
every Thursday for six weeks.  There will also be at least two Saturday or 
Sunday classes (See Schedule).  All sessions are held at Northwestern 
University Law School. 

Program Cost 
Early Registration  

11.16.09 thru 12.07.09  $300.00 
Standard Registration   

12.08.09 thru 12.28.09   $350.00 
On-Site Registration (limited)  

01.07.10     $400.00 
ALL PROGRAM COSTS ARE NON-REFUNDABLE ANDNON-TRANSFERABLE 

 
REGISTRATION PROCESS

Participation in the program is limited to students preparing for the 
Winter 2010 Illinois Bar Exam.  To enroll in the program, you must complete 
the attached registration application.  Mail the completed form with your 
check to the MLER address (checks should be made to MLER).  To pay the 
$300.00 fee, the application and check must be postmarked by December 7, 
2009.  Students may register at the cost of $350.00 from December 8, 2009, 
thru December 28, 2009.  The registration must be postmarked by December 
28, 2009.  On-site Registration is $400.00 and is very limited.  On-site 
registration will close on January 7, 2010, at 5:30 p.m. 

RETURN CHECK POLICY
MLER will charge students a $50.00 fee for a returned check.  If a 

check is returned, the student must satisfy the cost of the program plus the 
return check fee by the next program date.  MLER will report any student to 
Character and Fitness who fails to satisfy the cost of the program and the 
return check fee. 

HARDSHIP REQUESTS 
The MLER board of directors will grant a very limited amount of 

hardship requests for each program.  Hardship applicants must request a 
hardship packet from the Coordinator.  Complete hardship packets must be 
received by December 17, 2009.  Students must pay the full program cost if 
their hardship request is denied.   
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MLER Winter 2010 Program Schedule 
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW 

357 E. Chicago Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60611 

 
PROGRAM COORDINATORS 

Constance Wright, Coordinator 
Joselynne Gardner, Assistant Coordinator 

Marques Rice, Assistant Coordinator 
 

TENTATIVE PROGRAM DATES: 
January 7, 2010 through February 11, 2010 

Every Thursday from 6:00p.m. until approx. 10:00 p.m. 
Please note that all students must attend the DIRAC/MPT clinic to stay 

enrolled in the program. 
.   

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 7, 2010 

 
5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.    CHECK-IN: LOWDEN HALL  
 
6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.    MANDATORY ORIENTATION 

EXAM SESSION 1 (2 HOURS) 
 Strawn Hall 

__________________________________________________________________ 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 10, 2010 

 
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.    MANDATORY WORKSHOP  

DIRAC and MPT CLINIC 
 Strawn Hall 

LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 14, 2010 

 
6:00 p.m. – 6:55 p.m.    SMALL GROUP SESSIONS 
        Library Rooms 
7:00 p.m.  – 8:00 p.m.    Lecture: Guest Speaker 
        Strawn hall 
8:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.    EXAM SESSION 2 (2 HOURS) 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 21, 2010 
 
6:00 p.m.  – 6:55 p.m.    SMALL GROUP SESSIONS 
        Library Rooms    
7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.    EXAM SESSION 3 (3 HOURS) 
        Strawn Hall 

 
 

TUTOR MEETING  
STRAWN HALL 
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7:00 P.M. TO 8:00 P.M.  
 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 28, 2010 
 
6:00p.m. – 6:55 p.m.    SMALL GROUP SESSIONS 
        Library Rooms 
7:00p.m. – 10:00 p.m.    EXAM SESSION 4 (3 HOURS) 
        Strawn hall 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 31, 2010 
 
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.    SIMULATED BAR EXAM  
        Strawn hall 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2010 
 
6:00p.m. – 6:55 p.m.    SMALL GROUP SESSIONS 
        Library rooms 
7:00p.m. – 10:00 p.m.    EXAM SESSION 5 (3 HOURS) 
        Strawn hall 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2010 
 
6:00 pm. – 10:00 p.m.    BOOT CAMP 
        Strawn hall  

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2010 
 
6:00p.m. – 6:55 p.m.    SMALL GROUP SESSIONS 
        Library rooms 
7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.    Lecture: Guest Speaker 
        Strawn hall 
8:00p.m. – 10:00 p.m.    EXAM SESSION 6 (2 HOURS) 
 

TUTOR APPRECIATION RECEPTION  
STRAWN HALL 

7:00 p.m. 
 

GOOD LUCK ON PASSING THE WINTER 2010 ILLINOIS BAR EXAMINATION! 
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ORIENTATION SCHEDULE 

 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 7, 2010 

 
5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.  REGISTRATION (Lowden Hall) 
 
6:00 p.m. – 6:20 p.m.  MANDATORY ORIENTATION (Strawn Hall) 
         

Claiming Success: Guest Speaker 
 

        
 
6:20 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.  Welcome & Introductions  

Constance Wright, 
Winter Coordinator 

 
6:30 p.m. – 6:40 p.m.  MLER Graduate Welcome 
        
 
6:40 p.m. – 6:50 p.m.  Overview of Program 
       Scheduling, Calendars & Study Habits 
       Joselynne Gardner,  

First Asst. Coordinator 
 
6:50 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.  DIRAC Overview 
       Marques Rice,  

Second Asst. Coordinator 
 
7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  Lecture: Guest Speaker  
       Managing Stress 
 
8:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.  EXAM SESSION 1 (2 Hours) 
 

TUTOR CERTIFICATION 
 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 7, 2010 
 

6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.  Tutor certification & Dinner 
        Lowden hall 
 
 
  
 
 
 

MLER BAR PREPARATION PROGRAM REGISTRATION FORM 
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Program Cost 
Early Registration  

11.16.09 thru 12.07.09  $300.00 
Standard Registration   

12.08.09 thru 12.28.09   $350.00 
On-Site Registration (limited)  

01.07.10    $400.00 
 
APPLICANT INFORMATION: 
 
Name_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
HOME ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________ 
   Street      Apt. 
 
 _______________________________________________________________   
  City    State    Zip Code 
 
 Phone (_____)_____________________________________________  
    
E-Mail Address:_____________________________________________________________  
 
Are you taking the bar exam under any special physical conditions (i.e. additional time 
or typing your exam) if yes what are those conditions.  Please use an additional sheet 
if needed. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 

 
Law School: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Have you ever sat for the Illinois Bar Exam?    (   ) Yes     (   ) No 
 
Have you ever taken MLER before:   (   ) Yes   (   ) No 
 
Are you taking a Bar Review course: (   ) Yes   (   ) No 
 
If yes, which one(s)? ______________________________________________________  
 
Are you admitted to practice in another state?  (   ) Yes   (   ) No 
 
If yes, what state(s)____________________________________________________ 
 
How did you hear about MLER?   __________________________________________ 
 
 
 
FOR MLER STAFF ONLY 
 
Date______________________    Form of Payment:   (   ) Cash     (   ) Check  
 
Check No._______  Group Number: _____________________ 
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STUDENT COMMITMENT FORM 

 
This form must be completed and turned in along with the student application. 

 
 
 
I commit to have not more than one unexcused absence 
during the Winter 2010 program.  I understand that failure 
to comply may affect my future participation in the MLER 
program. 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Print Name 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Signature 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The coordinator and your group leader must be notified for all 
excused absences. 
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This form is optional, but we implore you to complete it to assist with our statistics.  All 
information is confidential. 
 
Sex:    (   ) Female   (   ) Male 
 
Race:  (   ) African American (   ) Native American (   ) Hispanic 
      
  (   ) White         (   ) African   (   ) Asian 
 
  (   ) Middle Eastern     (   ) West Indian  (   ) Other_______________ 
 
 
Age:   (   ) Under 26  (   ) 27 - 38   (   ) 39 - 48 
 
  (   ) 49 - 60  (   ) Over 60 
 
 
Undergraduate Institution: _________________________________________ 
 
Age at time of Undergraduate Graduation________ 
 
Bar Courses taken in Law School:  
 
Constitutional Law ____  Sales ____   Criminal Law ____  
 
Contracts ____   Criminal Procedure ____ Wills ____ 
  
Evidence ____    Real Property ____  Torts____ 
  
Corporations ____   Equity ____   Agency____ 
  
Family Law ____   Suretyship ____  Personal Property ____ 
 
Commercial Paper ____  Conflicts of Laws ____ Trusts ____  
 
Secured Transactions ____  Fed. Jurisdiction/Procedure ____  
 
Partnership ____   IL Civil Practice and Procedure____  
 
 
Annual Income:  (   ) From Family/ Friend  (   ) From Work (   ) Both 
 
(   ) $1 - $15,000.00    (   ) $15,000.01 - $30,000.00  
 
(   ) $30,000.01 - $45,000.00  (   ) $45,000.01 - $60,000.00  
 
(   ) $60,000.01 - $75,000.00  (   ) Over $75,000  
   
Bar Status: 
 
(   ) First time Taker  (   ) Second time Taker (   ) Third time Taker 
 
(   ) Fourth time Taker  (   ) _________ Time Bar Taker 
 
 
Number of Hours you intend to study each week ___________________ 
 
If you work, when will you stop working?  Date________________________ 
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